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From the President 
 

I cannot believe a year has passed 

since I became president of the 

guild. It has been a very rewarding 

and busy one. We have had many 

wonderful events, speakers, and 

opportunities to sew together this 

year. 

 

Our biggest change was, of course, our change of 

venue. After many years of meeting at the beautiful 

Ella Sharp Museum, the board made the difficult 

decision to seek a different place to meet for our 

monthly guild meetings. We decided Rivertree 

Community Church was the best match of the venues 

available. Thank you for your patience as we figure 

out all the details of our new site. We are enjoying this 

new place. 

 

One of the fun things that happens in our guild is when 

someone says, “Is anyone interested in making a 

_____________?”. Dear Jane quilts, Celestial 

Snowfall tree skirts, quilted jackets, and bags are just 

a few of the things that have been worked on. The 

opportunity to work on your project with others 

provides a great deal of support in  those “I don’t have 

an idea what to do next” moments. 

 

Another thing we are working on together is our bi-

annual quilt show. Plans are coming together nicely 

for our show on October 10th and 11th. There is 

plenty of time to  volunteer. Many hands make light 

work. 

 

Thank you for all you have done to make this a 

successful year at Pieces and Patches 

Quilt Guild. 

 

Cindy Fraher, President 

❑❑❑❑ 
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August 7 and 8, 2026 
Sewing Day Camp 

The Coop 

Leslie, MI 

 

August 31, 2026 
Guild Meeting: Checkers and Creative Grids Rulers 

Maria DeGroot 

Rivertree Community Church 

 

September 10-13, 2026  
Guild Quilt Retreat 

Sauder Village 

Archbold, OH 

 

September 18 and 19, 2026 
Sewing Day Camp 

The Coop 

Leslie, MI 

 

September 28, 2026 
Guild Meeting: Pot Luck  

Rivertree Community Church 

 

September 30, 2026 
Workshop: Free Motion Quilting 

Nancy Roelfsema 

Location: The Coop 

Leslie, MI 

 

October 10 and 11, 2026  
Quilt Show 

Stockbridge Elementary School 

Stockbridge, MI 

 

October 26, 2026 
Workshop: Lucky Penny Wallet  

 Patty Greening, Sally Tomato Educator 

Location: The Coop Noon – 4:30 PM 

 

 

October 26, 2026 
Guild Meeting: Bag Making for Beginners 

Patty Greening, Sally Tomato Educator 

Rivertree Community Church,  

 

 

November 6 and 7, 2026 
Sewing Day Camp 

The Coop 

Leslie, MI 

 

IN & AROUND 

THE MITTEN  

 

Quilts and Their Stories 

25th Annual Exhibit 

Coopersville Farm Museum 

August 1 -September 30, 2026 
375 Main St. Coopersville, MI 

http://www.coopersvillefarmmuseum.org/eventsexhi

bits.html 

 

Michigan Fiber Festival 

Allegan County Fairgrounds, Allegan, MI 

August 12-16, 2025 
https://www.michiganfiberfestival.info/ 

 

AQS QuiltWeek Grand Rapids 2026 

August 19-22, 2026 
DeVos Place 

303 Monroe Ave NW, Grand Rapids, MI 

    

https://www.americanquilter.com/quiltweek/show/gr

and-rapids-2026/ 

Yoder’s Annual Amish Quilt Auction/Flea 

Market 

September 4-5, 2026 
10885 N. Leaton Rd., Clare, MI 48617 

Yoder's Auction & Flea Market - Clare County 

Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Continued on Page 3 

http://www.coopersvillefarmmuseum.org/quiltstheirstories.html
http://www.coopersvillefarmmuseum.org/quiltstheirstories.html
https://www.michiganfiberfestival.info/
https://www.americanquilter.com/quiltweek/show/grand-rapids-2026/
https://www.americanquilter.com/quiltweek/show/grand-rapids-2026/
https://www.clarecounty.com/calendar/yoders-auction-flea-market/
https://www.clarecounty.com/calendar/yoders-auction-flea-market/
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Continued from page 2 
 

Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale 

September 25-26, 2026 
Elkhart County 4-H Fairgrounds 

17746 County Rd 34, Goshen, IN 

http://www.mennonitesale.org/ 

 

Spring Fiber Expo 
October 3-4, 2026 

Washtenaw Farm Council Ground 

5055 Ann Arbor Saline Road 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103 

https://www.fiberexpo.com 

 

Original Sewing & Quilt EXPO 
Novi, MI 

November 5-7, 2026 

Suburban Collection Showplace 

https://www.sewingexpo.com/Events/Novi-MI 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.mennonitesale.org/
https://www.fiberexpo.com/
https://www.sewingexpo.com/Events/Novi-MI
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Quilt Show Update 
 

Excitement is building every day. The guild is all a 

buzz. We are a little under three months before the 

2026 quilt show. Entries are coming in with your 

beautiful artistry of quilts, bags, table toppers, and 

runners, etc. Don’t forget to enter your vintage quilts 

as space will run out soon. If you need help 

completing your entry form, please reach out to 

Sheila Vogtmann @ 281-832-1053 or email her at 

slvogtmann@gmail.com. August 31 is the deadline, 

and the forms are also on the members only web 

page. 

 

Our new raffle baskets are filling up with wonderful 

goodies to win. If you wish and are able to donate 

anything to help fill these baskets, please contact 

Cindi Shong or myself. 

 

Raffle Basket List. 

yarn basket 

Christmas/kitchen basket 

garden themed basket 

vintage sewing basket 

EPP group basket 

 

sewing basket 

chocolate basket 

wine basket 

Tupperware basket 

quilting basket 

night on the town basket 

 

The most asked question is why should I pay 

admission if I am working/helping at the quilt show? 

It is your contribution to the guild and also gets you 

into the show so you can shop and enjoy everything. 

Also, if you work both days, you only have to pay 

one $8 admission fee. BONUS! 

 

The quilt show is Saturday,  October 10 and Sunday, 

October 11, 2026 

 

Please consider helping at the show to make this our 

best yet!! 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED. 

 

See you soon. 

Bev Smith, Quilt Show Co Chair 

❑❑❑❑ 

mailto:slvogtmann@gmail.com
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Fall Retreat 

Hello Ladies!! It's almost Retreat time!!! Whoop! 

Whoop! I'm so excited to see you all once again, 

create some memories and get some sewing done. 

This summer is flying by and my machine has been 

lonely.:)  

Our fall retreat is September 10 -13, 2026 at Sauder 

Village.  This has quickly become a popular retreat 

site.  Your $250 covers 4 days of sewing and your 

room.  Meals are on your own.  Of course, we have a 

snack table in the sewing room for everyone to share. 

I have received final payments from several people 

and I thank you all for getting them to me. I will start 

finalizing the rooms in the next few  weeks. If you told 

me you were rooming with someone specific, I’ve got 

you!.   

I am looking for at least 3 more people to join in on 

the fun. I had a couple people drop out so I need to fill  

 

1 room and 1 person needs a roommate. If you know 

of someone who would like to join in (they don't have 

to be members) please send them my way.  

Val Howard, Retreats 

❑❑❑❑ 
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Blotto Night 
 

At our November guild meeting we will have our 

annual Blotto block exchange, so there is plenty of 

time to start sewing this fun quilt block. 

 

Blotto Rules and Procedures 

All blocks must be turned in prior to the beginning 

of the night’s meeting at designated entrance table. 

 

Members can enter up to 3 completed blocks.  Please 

turn in a piece of paper with each entry for the 

drawing.  A member will be able to win once per   

drawing. 

 

If you are unable to attend the meeting, blocks may 

be sent with a representative for blotto night.  Please 

use quality quilt fabric, not craft fabric.  First winner 

drawn gets the first choice of the block groupings.  

The more participation, the more blocks and 

winners! 

 

Color: Happy 

scrappy colors  

Blocks: 

Color #1: Five 2 

½” square blocks  

Color #2: Four 2 

½” square blocks, 

Two 2 ½”  x 6 ½” 

blocks  and  Two 2 

½” x 10 ½” inch 

blocks. 

  

Now assemble your block: Start with the nine-patch 

block. Color #1 will be in the corner and center. 

Color #2 added to make the nine-patch. Completed 9 

patch should measure 6 ½” square. Add 2 ½”  x 6 ½”  

strips to the top and bottom. Then sew long strips, 2 

½” x  10 ½” inch, to each side. You are done!!! You 

can make up to 3 blocks for the block lottery.  

 

Happy Sewing 

Linda Kinney Koziol 

❑❑❑❑ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
Pieces and Patches Quilt Guild Jackson Michigan 

is now on Facebook. Like the page. Become a 

friend. Share your quilting activities and 

discoveries.  Also find us at: 
 

• JacksonQuiltGuild.blogspot.com 

• PiecesandPatchesQuiltGuild@gmail.com 
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Sunshine Program 
 

The Sunshine Program is a long-standing tradition 

of our guild. The guild sends sympathy, get well and 

thinking of you cards to members to acknowledge 

events in their lives. We depend on our membership 

to inform us when a card is needed. If you know 

about a member that should receive a card from the 

guild please call or text Janice Stitt at (517)262-

4069.  

 

Cards are sent for: 

Get Well - Illness, injury, surgery or hospitalization 

of guild member 

Sympathy - to guild member with loss of a family 

member and, in the sad event we lose a guild 

member, to the family of a guild member. 

Thinking of You - to cheer and support a guild 

member going through a difficult or challenging time 

 

Janice Stitt - Sunshine Chair 

❑❑❑❑ 

 

 

 

Quilt Show Quilt Registration 

 

Have you decided which quilts you will enter in the 

fall quilt show?  Do you have a vintage quilt you 

would like to share?  We’d all love to see your quilt. 

We do need a photo of your quilt when you submit 

your entry form.  There are many people willing to 

help with that task.  Bring it to open sew at The Toy 

House or sew camp at The Coop.  Contact Sheila 

Vogthmann and she can help.   

 

This link will take you to the entry form. 

https://piecesandpatchesquiltguild.org/quilt-show/ 

 

A copy of the registration form in included in this 

newsletter for you to print and use.  It is on page 14. 

 

Karen Clark, Newsletter Editor 

❑❑❑❑ 

 

 

 

https://piecesandpatchesquiltguild.org/quilt-show/
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Name Tags 
 

Do you wear your name tag to our quilt guild 

meetings?  Did you know we actually have a policy to 

fine members $0.25 for not wearing your name tag?  

It’s self-administered by paying the quarter at the 

membership table.  It was never intended to be a 

punishment, just a fun way to remember to wear your 

name tag.   We have lots of new members, at last 

count, we’ve grown to 142 members.  Let’s help 

everyone get acquainted by letting people know your 

name!  

 

If you’ve never made a tag, or want to create a new 

one, we’ve included the pattern (page 13) and 

instructions (below).  If you are new to paper piecing 

or need some help, join any of the open sews at The 

Toy House, or sew camps at The Coop, other 

members are always willing to help. 

 

Karen Clark, Newsletter Editor 

❑❑❑❑ 

  

Name Tag Directions 
 

“Night and Noon”  

 

Official Logo Block of Pieces and Patches Quilt Guild  

 

Follow the piecing order given, using the same fabric 

for each number Use muslin or a light color for the 

large square in "Unit C". This is where your name will 

go. Use a strong contrasting color for the 5's, as they 

are the star points. (It doesn't matter which 5 you sew 

on first.)  

 

After sewing the parts, sew Unit C to Unit D; sew Unit 

A to one side, and Unit B to the other side, matching 

seams carefully. (There may be some distortion in the 

pattern from copying. Adjust if necessary.) After 

piecing the block, embroider or write your name with 

permanent ink in the center square. 

  

Place completed block on batting (or fleece) and 

backing. Baste or pin in place. Quilt in the ditch by 

hand or machine to outline star and center square. 

Finish with 1/4-inch binding.  

 

Wear with pride to Pieces and Patches Quilt Guild 

Meetings. 

 

Karen Clark, Newsletter Editor 

❑❑❑❑ 

 

Membership Renewal 
 

It is that time of year again! Annual Membership 

dues of $35 are due anytime between now and August 

31. If you pay and/or mail in your payment after 

August 31, the fee increases to $40. The membership 

form can be found here, below and also on the 

website   www.piecesandpatchesquiltguild.org. We 

look forward to another creative, fun, productive, and 

successful year with YOU! 

 

Maureen Peterson, Director of Membership 

❑❑❑❑ 

 

http://www.piecesandpatchesquiltguild.org/


Around the Quilt Patch August 2026   Page 9 of 16                                                                                                             
 

 

Quilt Show General Store 

Donations 

The buzz has started! The planning and preparation 

are underway for the next Pieces and Patches Quilt 

Guild Quilt Show.  

 

We will once again have a General Store where we 

sell donated quilting items, raising funds to support 

the operations and programs of the guild. The 

proceeds of the quilt show, are our primary fund raiser 

held every two years, to support the budget for the 

next 2 years. 

 

Where do the donations come from? From community 

donations and from the guild membership. As we take 

in donations, we will offer items to be used by the 

charities as appropriate. 

 

We need your help! Please start looking through your 

stash for good/saleable donations of fabric, notions, 

kits, etc. … things that you may no longer want or 

need that another quilter may treasure. 

 

Donation Guidelines 

  100% quilting cotton, flannel, fleece, wool, or other 

fabrics used in quilting or bag making fabric is 

preferred. 

  Fabric must be clean and free from odors, stains, 

etc. 

  Fabric can be prewashed but not required. 

  If edges are frayed, please trim the fray. 

  Please press and fold fabric yardage 

  Labeling fabric with yardage and putting it in a 

baggie would be an immense help! This is how we 

package and organize the fabric at the show. 

  Fabric may also be put into bundles, e.g., Fat 

Quarters that coordinate. 

  We will accept scraps over 3” in size. 

  This year, we will accept yarn in the original 

package only. 

  Books and patterns accepted, with consideration for 

the age/usefulness. 

  No magazines will be accepted. 

  If you send your donations in a container that you 

would like returned to you, please put your name on 

the container (and on the lid if there is one) 

 

There are three of us on the General Store 

Committee:  Maureen Peterson, Joy Pine, and 

myself. With the volume of donations that we have 

had in recent years your assistance in prepping your 

donations (tidying up, measuring, bagging) is 

appreciated! 

 

I am accepting donations now. You can either bring 

your donations to a Guild meeting or contact me to 

arrange a pickup. 

 

Karen Beers, General Store Committee 

❑❑❑❑ 

 

September Potluck  
 

At the September meeting of our guild, we will be 

having our annual potluck. It is a way to celebrate the 

beginning of a new guild program year, our new 

members and enjoy good food and good times 

together. 

 

Looking back at potlucks from the past and 

considering our new space, we have these requests: 

 

● At our August meeting, you will have the 

opportunity to sign up for a food category, so we 

have a good variety. 

Main Dish 

Vegetable Dish 

Fruit Dish 

Dessert 

Bread/Rolls 

Appetizer Type Dish 

● We had so much food last year, so there is no need 

to bring big containers of food. 

● We encourage you to have food cut ahead of time 

into smaller pieces, if possible. 

● Plates and utensils will be provided. Some serving 

utensils are available. Please put your name on 

anything you bring. 

● We will begin the serving line at 6:30, so try to 

have your food here by 6:15. 

 

Becky Kopicko and Joy Phillips, Hospitality 

❑❑❑❑ 
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Upcoming Programs 
 

 

We have some wonderful programs and workshops 

coming up it this next quarter! I know you will enjoy 

all the great information and techniques that they will 

share with our guild. 

 

Our August presenter is Maria 

DeGroot, she will tell us about 

the history of Checkers 

Distributors and how their 

relationship with Creative 

Grids® came to be. She will 

share what’s new and 

upcoming from Creative 

Grids® line of rulers and has 

lots on hand on to share. I believe she has some “sneak 

previews” of new rulers to share with us. 

 

We also are welcoming Nancy Roelfsema back to our 

Guild. She will be teaching a Free Motion Quilting 

Workshop at The Coop in Leslie, MI on September 

30, 2026,  9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  (please arrive by 8:30 

to set up) If you haven’t taken any workshops (or gone 

to one of her retreats) you have missed out on a 

wonderful experience. I had so many requests at the 

Quilt as You Go workshop, that we locked her in for 

this free motion quilting workshop before we let her 

leave!! 

 

From Nancy’s workshop  

webpage.  “Learn the free-motion 

quilting skills and designs needed 

to quilt your own quilts on your 

domestic machine. Many quilters 

find themselves frozen in fear at 

the quilting stage of their 

projects, so I will help you get 

past this fear with skills and 

designs that give you the confidence you need to start. 

In this class, Nancy will bring many samples, so you 

can see a large variety of quilting designs and see how 

they can be incorporated into your own quilts. We will 

be sketching many designs, so you will have them 

handy for your future creations. We will also cover 

the tools that will make this stage of your quilt 

successful: machine options and setup, machine feet, 

needles, threads, battings, and other tools.” 

Continued on page 12. 
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Continued from page 11. 

 

September will be our annual Potluck.  Becky 

Kopicko and Joy Phillips are hard at work planning 

our potluck.  Besides being great quilters, our group 

features a lot of really good cooks!  This event is 

always a big hit! 

 

In October we will have a presentation by Patty 

Greening. She is a former Sally Tomato certified 

teacher. Her program is titled: Bag Making for 

Beginners.  “Are you looking for a fun, creative, and 

rewarding new hobby? Have you ever wanted to make 

your own bags? It’s more than just sewing; it’s an 

opportunity to make something truly unique, for 

yourself and others. 

 

I’m excited to share with you my knowledge of Bag 

Making and the materials and supplies needed for 

creating them.  We will debunk myths that you need 

a special machine to sew with cork and faux leather. I 

will bring samples of different cork and leather bags 

to share with 

you. Patty” 

 

She will also be 

teaching a Workshop 

for the Luck Penny 

Wallet by Sally 

Tomato, it will be 

held at The Coop in 

Leslie from 12:00 PM 

– 4:00 PM on October 

26, 2026. You can bring your own materials or she 

will have kits available, Leather wallet kits will sell 

for $25 and cork kits will be $35. 

 

In November, our very own 

member Maureen Peterson 

will be our speaker. 

Maureen’s sewing 

experience has been dubbed 

“Another Gen X Sewing 

Journey”. Her style is a mis-

match of tailor-taught 

traditional techniques mixed 

with trial-by-fire and an “I can 

do anything” attitude. If you 

are familiar with the 

stereotypes of Generation X you will agree that they 

are known to be self-deprecating and “X-treme”, 

Maureen’s projects will not disappoint in that regard! 

Be sure to join us in person Monday, November30th 

as we stroll through the mundane and into the wild 

side of Maureen’s sewing 

journey. 

 

 

A look toward a 2027 Workshops! 

 

I know next March and 

April are a long way off 

but I want you to be 

thinking about it so you 

can be ready for this 

workshop.  Our March 

presentation will be by 

our new member, Anita 

Liberman-Lampear. It 

is titled ART QUILT-

FISH! (March 29, 

2027) and we will have a 2-part workshop (April 

17th & May 8th, 2027) where you will be creating 

your own art quilt “fish”.  If you want to go on to 

create a quilt based on a photograph this is where you 

learn that technique. Anita will teach the 2-part 

workshop, assisted by Dawn Fowler, who took her 

class at Ann Arbor Sewing Center.  The cost will be 

$110 total. A supply list will be made available when 

you register. If you would like additional information 

in advance, let Anita or Dawn know.  This class is 

always a fun, creative adventure and will test your 

“out of the box” creative thinking!!  Sign up will be 

available soon.  There is a minimum of 8 students and 

a maximum of 15.  Start putting aside those scraps of 

fabrics – think colorful, scales, fins, gills and 

underwater! 

 

Jamie Hukill, Programs Director 

❑❑❑❑ 
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President’s Block 
 

The President’s Block for Cindy Fraher is the 

double 4 patch.  Her request is blue solids or prints 

coupled with white solids or white on white.  She 

would prefer no batiks.  Please safety pin your name 

to the block.  Do NOT write on the block.  

 

For 1 block, you will need:  

2 white 4 ½ x 4 ½ squares 

4 blue 2 ½ x 2 ½ squares 

4 white 2 ½ x 2 ½ squares. 
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